
  
 

 What’s in this issue: 

   

Caring for Creation Advent Services Opportunities to Give 
 

Christmas and New Year  
Worship Services. 

Joy to the world! Kia pupū, pupū āke! 
 Family Christmas Celebration Service, Sunday 

21st December, 9.30 am. 
 Christmas Eve, celebrating with our friends at 

First Church Otago at 5:30pm for a tamariki 
friendly service. 

 Christmas Day Service, Thursday 9.30 am. 
No Service of worship on Sunday 28th December 
Sunday Worship continues 9.30 am over the holiday period starting again on Sunday 4th January 
2026. 

 

 
Join the Flagstaff Church whānau and our 
friends from St John's Presbyterian, 
Arrowtown, for a weekend of fun, worship 
and community at Camp Columba in 
Pukerau. Friday 6th February to Sunday, 8th 
February 2026.  

Information and Registration provided by clicking this link: https://churchatflagstaff.co.nz;  or this 
brochure. We do not want anyone to miss out on camp due to finances. If you need some help, 
PLEASE contact either Brendon or Rachel Grant manukaflower@gmail.com. 
 

Whānau Newsletter 

Flagstaff Community Church - November 2025

 

Arrowtown Presbyterian Church 

Flagstaff Community Church 

@ Camp Columba 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Waitangi Weekend  

(February 6-8, 2026) 

 

https://churchatflagstaff.co.nz/flagstaff-pukerau-church-camp/
https://churchatflagstaff.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Copy-of-Whanau-Camp-26-Brochure-Flagstaff.pdf


Whānau Camp Sponsorship  
In addition to fees for Camp we have fundraising in the form of firewood raffles, a cake stall and 
inviting donations. To keep fees as low as possible, in addition to the fundraising we have planned, we 
welcome donations, whether you are intending to come or not. Donations can be made to our 
account: Flagstaff Community Church, 0303-0903-0192517-03, clearly marked as a Camp Donation. 
Thank you. 
 
YouTube clip:  "Will We Survive Climate Change? – A Question of Science with 

Brian Cox" 

Gary Dent came across an on-line discussion hosted by Brian Cox of the Francis 

Crick Institute in the UK, and he thought was fascinating, informative and 

consistent with the Flagstaff Community Church "ECO Church" status and our 

conservation ethos.  The discussion included an audience and a panel of scientists 

talking about the UK's responses to climate in the context of the 2015 IPCC Paris 

accord.  

 

The discussion revealed interesting aspects, such as, "climate crisis" realities 

supported by scientific data, public awareness and education regarding climate effects, potential fix strategies and progress with 

countering climate change.  If you are interested in interesting ideas and perspectives this is the link: 

 https://youtu.be/57x_SWsv6QU?si=TW0xNjjz6WTTlr8G  

 

 
 

Scripture Union run activity-based faith camps each school holidays. 
We have ten fantastic camps lined up for you this summer holidays. 
Registrations are now open, and spaces are limited. Please click to 
download a flyer. A full schedule of camps for 2026 is also available, 
click here to download. 
 

  
  

“Raising of the Morning Star - West Papua Flag”   

 
This annual public ceremony will take place at 5pm on 
Monday 1st December in the Octagon.  
All members of our Parishes and wider communities are warmly invited to attend this half-hour event. December 1st 
marks the first time the Morning Star flag was raised in 1961, a day of declared independence from the Netherlands. 
Symbol of struggle: The flag represents the ongoing struggle for West Papuan self-determination and independence, 
which was interrupted by Indonesian control in 1969. 
Solidarity: Raising the flag in New Zealand is a public show of support for West Papuans, who face harsh consequences 
for displaying it in their own territory. 
Mornington Methodist Church has a West Papua Flag on permanent display in the foyer as a sign of our commitment to 
West Papuan Independence. 
For more information please CONTACT Suzanne Menzies-Culling, suzanne.menziesculling@gmail.com ,  Co-Convenor 
West Papua Action Otepoti, or Greg Hughson 027 212 1048  
 

 

https://youtu.be/57x_SWsv6QU?si=TW0xNjjz6WTTlr8G
https://sunz.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Summer-Camp-Brochure.pdf
https://sunz.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Scripture-Union-Camps-25-26.pdf
mailto:suzanne.menziesculling@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPACES ARE LIMITED! EXPERIENCE A SUMMER CAMP LIKE NO OTHER... 
WHEN: 19 - 23 January 2026 
WHO: Ages 15 - 20 
WHERE: CYC Waihola 
COST: $250  

- What is truth - and does it even exist? 
- How can we know God is real? 
- Can we trust the Bible? 
- How do we make the case for life? 
- What does the Bible really say about marriage and sexuality? 
- How can we know God’s will for our lives? 
- If God is good, why is there evil? 
  
This is a snapshot at some of the topics that will be covered at our upcoming summer camps. Youth and young adults 
NEED solid answers to their questions, and we can give them just that. Sign up ASAP to secure your spot at our biggest 
Thinking Matters Camps yet... 
 WHEN 
Camp North: 12-16 January 
Camp South: 19-23 January 
WHERE 
Camp North: CYC Ngaruawahia 
Camp South: CYC Waihola 
WHO 
Ages 15-20 
COST 
$250 per person 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER AND SECURE YOUR SPOT...  

https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/Mk9yVjoyepOKTaSZ_3_lOg~~/AABEchA~/viJT8ete06G_9HojeUBayMjsTS66pKSH4a76yA_iQdgDRzpdS8gN4BZGcOakbxrWDTiLOc7RSMMJaYEU068Xlpv12M32DMLt4Jz97rjBf9W1jUC199VgYXKMQucA4A_NKa7PyxCo3V-16nyRqa1rfg~~


OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN 
 
Theology Programme Otago University and KCML Summer School 2026 
 
From 26-30 January 2026, Professor Lynn Cohick will teach an intensive course in Dunedin 
entitled Women in the New Testament and Early Church. Lynn is Distinguished Professor of New 
Testament and Director of the Houston Theological Seminary at Houston Christian University. This 
course will explore women’s participation in and contributions to the Christian story in the first five 
centuries and discuss women’s participation in the church today. Fees and travel subsidies are 
available to PCANZ ministers in good standing. The course can be taken for credit or audit. To enrol for 
credit, see here and click on ‘Apply to Enrol’. To register your interest in audit please email the KCML 
registrar. Ministers studying for credit can apply for a subsidy for fees/travel. Those ministers auditing 
the course can access a subsidy for audit fees and travel, email the KCML registrar. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
 

 
PSO Support Centre Moray Place (next to First Church)  

 
Kia ora, 
 As Christmas approaches, we’re excited tell you about our Christmas Gifting Catalogue. 
 Your generosity has always made a huge difference, and this year, the gifting catalogue offers a more 
informed way to give. Whether it’s contributing as individuals, small groups, or as a whole 

https://www.lynncohick.com/
https://www.otago.ac.nz/
mailto:registrar@knoxcentre.ac.nz
mailto:registrar@knoxcentre.ac.nz
mailto:registrar@knoxcentre.ac.nz


congregation, every gift helps strengthen the wellbeing of our Otago community - not just for 
Christmas, but for the year ahead. Our Christmas Gifting Catalogue offers meaningful options you can 
purchase on behalf of a loved one - perfect for honouring someone while supporting local families.  Or, 
if you're tired of receiving things you don’t need, why not guide your whānau to the catalogue and let 
them choose something that makes a real difference in your name? 
  

 If you donate food or experience vouchers, we warmly encourage you to continue - your 
generosity makes a real difference. 

 If you’ve previously donated toys, we invite you to explore our Christmas Gifting Catalogue 
instead. It’s filled with practical, heartfelt options that directly support local whānau in need.  
This year we will not be distributing toys – instead we will support families with food for a 
Christmas meal together, toiletries, school supplies, vouchers for experiences as a family and 
more.  

  
We would love to have your church community involved. We invite you to explore the catalogue and 
choose the items that resonate most with your values and capacity to give. 
  
     [otagochristmasgiving.org.nz] Christmas Gifting Catalogue HERE 
  
Thank you for continuing to stand with us in caring for Otago. Your support brings hope, dignity, and joy 
to those who need it most. 
 
White Ribbon Day on Tuesday November 25th 

You may be holding your own event, which is great!!  In 
addition, for those of you in Dunedin, we would love it if 
you and your colleagues were able to take some time to 
come over and tie a ribbon onto First Church’s fence. 
Join us any time between 11.00am and 1.00 pm on 
Tuesday 25th of November 
 
Seam Team 
Thanks to all the amazing “Seam Team “sewers, who have 
produced the recyclable shopping bags for our Food Bank. 
Bags are being returned, but not all of them, so we do need to keep 
a good supply in stock and at present due to high demand, we are 
running low – do any of you have capacity to make some more for 
us? 
Please share this, the more the merrier. 
How to get involved 
Download the sewing pattern & instructions: We have a simple 
pattern and step-by-step guide for you to follow. (Download PDF) 
Watch instruction video: How to sew a tote bag with flat bottom. 
Easy tutorial. - YouTube  

Call us on 0508 396 678 to arrange pick-up for fabric and for 
any questions and drop finished bags off ready to be used by 
the foodbank at 407 Moray Place, Dunedin. Thank you! 
To join the “Seam Team” contact sarah.davis@psotago.org.nz, 
material supplied.        

  

Food Bank 

Thanks to all of you for your generous donations, we deeply appreciate each one – especially as we are all struggling with the cost 

of food and other mainstays. 

Items our clients need are     Toothpaste        Toiletries       Treats 

And of course, the Food Bank is here for anyone who needs support. We are open Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.00pm 

 

https://otagochristmasgiving.org.nz/
https://psotago.org.nz/assets/Foodbank/bag-instructions.pdf
https://psotago.org.nz/assets/Foodbank/bag-instructions.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eswuO85Dfqk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eswuO85Dfqk
mailto:sarah.davis@psotago.org.nz


 
REGULAR MONTHLY NOTICES AND CONTACTS 
 

Green Fingers: We are currently restoring our awa next to the church. This little 
creek is showing signs of life and is breathing again, and some native birds are 
showing up. There are a few folks who meet for a couple of hours on a Monday 
and potter away at planting, trapping pests, removing, weeding, etc. Occasionally 
we have a project in which everyone is invited including our local school. If you 
want to join us ring Neil Brown 027 435 4672.  
 

Recycling @ Flagstaff: Bring your plastic milk and cream bottle tops, Tetrapaks (rinsed, flattened, slit open 
on three sides) and clean glass or plastic jars (any size, must have lids and no need to remove labels) to church. 
There are collection containers at the back of the church under the resources table. If in doubt, bring them 
along! For a comprehensive and (relatively) up-to-date list of recyclable items and where to drop them off, 
refer to page 11 of the June Valley Voice, found here at https://www.northeastvalley.org/your-
community/valley-voice/july-2024; 
 
Mission Membership: There are a number of people who have moved from the original place where they were 
baptised and made a confession of faith, and who now make Flagstaff Community Church the place they live 
out their faith. To arrange an appointment to explore fully the implications of becoming a committed member 
of our congregation please contact Brendon McRae 027 356 9200. 
 
Sunday Sermon: If you would like a copy of the speaker’s message from Sunday, then please email Brendon 
on brendon@churchatflagstaff.co.nz and a copy will be sent to you. 
 
Pastoral Visit: If you would like a pastoral visit from someone from within the pastoral team or the minister, 
please ring elder Sarah Barton 021 385905.  

 
Flagstaff Prayer Time: Sharing life, ministry and prayer together. Everyone 
welcome. Every Tuesday 9 – 10 am in church foyer. Join us as we share and 
celebrate stories of God’s action amongst us and pray for one another and discern 
God’s leading into the future. 
 
Interested in studying Theology? The Theology Programme at the University of Otago offers a wide range of 
papers and qualifications, all available via distance learning. Some papers are taught via videoconferences, 
others include teaching days in Wellington, while a few involve week-long intensives. For further information 
go to www.otago.ac.nz/theology. or phone 0800 80 80 98 or 03 479 8639. 
 
Life Groups: Life Groups @Flagstaff are a vital part of who we are as a community of faith as we seek to grow 
in Jesus.  Not only do we explore the messages God has for us from the Bible, but we also have the opportunity 
to connect with others and experience a place where no-one stands alone. If you would like to join one of our 
weekly groups, please contact Sarah Barton 021 385905. 
 
Discipleship Groups: which focus on study and prayer. Wednesday 1.30 p.m. Contact Sarah 021 385905. 
 

https://www.northeastvalley.org/your-community/valley-voice/july-2024
https://www.northeastvalley.org/your-community/valley-voice/july-2024
mailto:brendon@churchatflagstaff.co.nz
http://www.otago.ac.nz/theology


Community Facing Groups: Where the focus is on friendship around a 
common interest.  These groups are welcoming and may centre on an activity, 
a hobby, a talent, a life stage, a project or service.  Groups include, Steady as 
you Go, Hire a Helper, Community Garden, Women’s Coffee Group @ Coffee 
Culture (Held 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm), Green Fingers, Walking 
Groups and more! If you would like to join a group, start a group or find out 
more information then please contact Brendon on 027 356 9200. 
 

Tithing/Giving: There are many ways we can support the activity of God in our church, community and world. 
Two ways of making your church offerings. 

1. Use internet banking to make direct credits or automatic payments to the Flagstaff Community 
Church. Westpac bank # 03-0903-0192517-03. Please include your name for reference or if you use 
Envelopes use your Envelope reference/number. 

2. Join the envelope system by contacting Alison Jenkin (Wakari) 021 1052 320. You will receive a set of 
personally numbered envelopes. This can be placed in the kete/ basket at the foyer entrance anytime 
during Sunday Worship. 

If you give to special appeals or missions, you can ensure your donation goes to that particular mission by writing the 
name of the appeal or special purpose when you make the internet payment or when you put your number or 
name and address on an envelope.  
 

Flagstaff Community Church Services 9.30am 
(Communion 3rd Sunday of each month) 

 
Contacts: 
Prayer Chain: Sarah Barton 021 385905 
Pastoral Care: Sarah Barton 021 385905 
Envelope System: Alison Jenkin 021 1052320 
Technical Equipment: Andrew Sims andrewcarolynsims@gmail.com;  
Church Newsletter: Lisa Wells office@churchatflagstaff.co.nz;  
 

 
 
Child Protection Officer: Jane Davis edlumic@icloud.com  
Health and Safety Officer: Hamish Cartwright cartwright012@gmail.com  
 

Minister: Rev Brendon McRae 
Phone:  027 356 9200 

brendon@churchatflagstaff.co.nz 
 

Kaumātua - Elders 
 
Parish Clerk: Sarah Barton parishclerk@churchatflagstaff.co.nz 
Presbytery Elder: Don Lind donovan.lind@gmail.com  
 
Vanessa Gordon: ness.gordon@gmail.com 
Tim Mepham: rautakiadvice@gmail.com 
Gary Dent: gary.dent7@gmail.com 
Andrew Sims: andrewcarolynsims@gmail.com 

mailto:andrewcarolynsims@gmail.com
mailto:office@churchatflagstaff.co.nz
mailto:edlumic@icloud.com
mailto:cartwright012@gmail.com
mailto:brendon@churchatflagstaff.co.nz
mailto:parishclerk@churchatflagstaff.co.nz
mailto:donovan.lind@gmail.com
mailto:ness.gordon@gmail.com
mailto:rautakiadvice@gmail.com
mailto:gary.dent7@gmail.com
mailto:andrewcarolynsims@gmail.com


Parish Contact details: 
Administrator: Lisa Wells  
office@churchatflagstaff.co.nz 
 
P O Box 10074 
Halfway Bush, 9042, Dunedin 
Office and Church: 9 Centennial Avenue, 
Wakari, Dunedin 
 
Website:  www.churchatflagstaff.co.nz 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/churchatflagstaff 
 
 
 

mailto:office@churchatflagstaff.co.nz
http://www.churchatflagstaff.co.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/churchatflagstaff

